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1.0  Introduction ² the Plan and Partnership 

The Birks of Aberfeldy Management Plan (BAMP) is aimed for use by Perth and 

Kinross Council (PKC), stakeholders, volunteers and members of the public 

alike.  BAMP covers the land owned and managed by Perth and Kinross Council 

(PKC); this encompasses the land acquired by the old Burgh Council of 

Aberfeldy in 1968 the successors of whom are Perth & Kinross Council. 

(Appendix I) 

The BAMP fully acknowledges those parcels of the Birks managed by 

landowners. Consultation and cooperation with all landowners are important for 

the future of this special landscape.  The Plan covers landscape character and 

site condition, visitors and use, conservation and ecology.   

Community partnership working is at the core of the Perth & Kinross Offer and is 

essential for ensuring countryside sites meet the needs, and are fit for the 

purposes of those who use and enjoy them. By working together within the 

context of site designations, enhancing special habitats and their biodiversity 

builds in resilience for future generations. As such, we are joint custodians of 

special natural places. 

The BAMP is based on data gathered from 2018 onwards, historical data, 

previous management plans, and research both new and old; it is to be regarded 

as a working document that may be amended as appropriate.  It is aimed to 

review and update the BAMP regularly. 

A full survey of the site was carried out in terms of its infrastructure to ascertain 

its current condition and whether fit for purpose. Paths, benches, picnic 

benches, steps, sculptures, features, bins, drainage structures, and signage 

have all been mapped; and proposals to either retain/remove, refurbish/replace 

are described in the actions list within this plan, and illustrated on the 

Masterplan. 

It is intended to be a concise user-friendly document and should be read with 

reference to the appendices for more detail as required. 

Site Description 

The Birks of Aberfeldy is a woodland, burn and waterfall landscape in Highland 

Perthshire located within, and stretching south of, the attractive town of Aberfeldy. 

It is a special place loved far and wide, and therefore highly valued by both the  
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public and Perth & Kinross Council alike. The steeply wooded gorge on the 

Moness Burn has several spectacular waterfalls flanked by a variety of trees 

hosting a wealth of wildlife, and plant species. The Birks is nationally and 

internationally recognised as a special landscape for its ecosystems and has two 

landscape designations: NatureScot have designated it a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI), and Special Area of Conservation (SAC). Its contribution to the 

health and wellbeing of the local population, and the recreational opportunities 

which it provides are manifold; furthermore, it forms a key part to an area that 

attracts tourists from far and wide contributing substantially to the local economy. 

 

The site is divided into two parts, known as the Lower Birks and Upper Birks. From 

the memorial arch in the centre of town to the bridge, the Lower Birks features a 

landscaped park which was implemented and is maintained by local environmental 

group Feldy in Flower. The remainder of the Lower Birks is semi natural woodland. 

The majority of the site, known as the Upper Birks, is separated from the Lower 

Birks by the Crieff Road and contains two visitor car parks, an extensive path 

network, information/interpretation boards and picnic facilities. 

 

 
 
Location Plan  

© Crown copyright and database rights 2022 OS 100016971 
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Landownership and Interested Parties 

¶ There are several landowners within the SSSI of the Upper Birks, and a 

parcel of land within the Lower Birks is leased out to Feldy in Flower. PKC 

ownership is generally clearly marked by natural boundaries or roads with 

some fencing in places and is accessible to the public (see Figure 1). Several 

informal paths feature both east and west of the Burn and are known 

intimately by local users. 

¶ The Birks of Aberfeldy were gifted to the town by JA Simpson & Another, the 

Executives of late Mrs MF Haggart and acquired by the Provost, Magistrates & 

Councillors of the Burgh of Aberfeldy (the former Burgh Council) in 1968. Ownership 

has come down to Perth & Kinross Council through subsequent local authority 

reorganisation. It forms part of the Common Good of Aberfeldy and is managed for 

the benefit of the citizens of the (former) Burgh. PKC ownership extends to 1.7ha 

over the Lower Birks and manages 1.5ha; while in the Upper Birks PKC owns 

and manages 40.3ha over the Upper Birks including responsibility for the car 

parks, paths, signage, steps, drainage, picnic tables, bins, benches, and 

sculptures. 

In addition to PKC, and local residents and users, there are a number of other 

parties interested as key stakeholders in the management of the Birks of 

Aberfeldy including:  

¶ Perth and Kinross Countryside Trust (PKCT) ² The Birks of Aberfeldy is part 

of Big Tree Country (see link 

https://www.pkct.org/pages/category/perthshire-big-tree-country) and has a 

Tree Trail (managed by PKC) of heritage value to which they have 

contributed trees. 

¶ NatureScot (NS - previously Scottish Natural Heritage) 

¶ The Birks of Aberfeldy Community Group (BACG) - established in 2018, 

represent the interests of the wide range of recreational users of the park and 

have a particular interest in the safeguarding of beech trees, and fundraising 

for projects 

¶ Aberfeldy Community Council and councillors. 

¶ Upper Tay Path Group. 

¶ The wider community of Aberfeldy, including Primary Schools and 

Breadalbane Academy. 

 

 

https://www.pkct.org/pages/category/perthshire-big-tree-country
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Each of these parties have been involved in the consultation and development of 

the BAMP. Additionally, there has been extensive consultation within PKC as 

land caretakers and managers. Illustration of feedback, concerns, and 

comments: 
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